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BACKGROUND: Al aska is one of the nost promsing areas in the world

for petroleum exploration and devel opnent. At the sanme tineg,

however, it is one of the richest comrercial fishing regions in the
wor | d; its offshore waters (such as the Bering Sea) host diverse
and extrenely producti ve bi ol ogi cal resour ces aside from

commercially valuable fish; and the economc, social, and cultural
roles of these resources are significant. Alaska Natives who |ive
in proximty to renote exploration areas and who rely on renewabl e
biological resources may be particularly susceptible to social
i npacts of petroleum exploration and devel opnent. These factors
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have notivated a series of social and economc studies in rura

Al aska designed to assess potential human inpacts of devel opnent.
One recent thrust of these studies has aimed towards the
devel opment of nonitoring strategies that wuse discrete social
nmeasur enents (social indicators)

OBJECTIVES: To develop a systematic social indicators system that
permts analysts to collect standardized data on a regular,
repetitive basis that neasure sociocultural change in coasta
Al askan comunities that nmay be associated wth petroleum
expl oration and devel opnent. The key informant summaries provide
descriptive ethnographic information useful for interpretation of
soci al indicators data.

DESCRI PTI ON: Questionnaires (forced-choice instrunents), open-
ended protocols, participant-observation, genealogies, and other
i nterview techniques were used to collect data froma random sanpl e
of households (sanpled wthout repl acenment) in thirty one
communities. Overall the sanple is predom nantly Eskino (yupik and
Ifiupiaq) and Aleut. A Solonon-Four Goup design utilizing panels
was used to optimze validity and reliability and elimnate sone
common threats to validity, such as ecological fallacy. The
overal |l sanple was divided into two parts: schedule A and schedul e
B. In schedule B (described here) there are ten communities:
Shi shmar ef Gambell, None, Unal akl eet, Togi ak, Manokot ak

Dillingham, Naknek, Kodiak, and A d Harbor. Most data were turned
over to formal analysis that is not reported here. The key
i nformant summaries are based on the research teans* observations,
i nterviews, per sonal experi ence, subj ective inferences, and
analysis of historical and archival data (such as ethnographies,

econom ¢ and enpl oynent statistics, and planning docunents)

SI GNI FI CANT  CONCLUSI ONS: The key informant summaries did not
arrive at conclusions inasmuch as their purpose was to provide
descriptive information for the formal analysis. Concl usions in
the form of concluding hypotheses resulted only from the fornal
anal ysi s.

STUDY RESULTS: The key informant summary data show that there are
significant continuities in Alaska Native culture despite rapid and

irreversible culture change over the last century. These
continuities are promnent in the areas of subsistence foods and
dietary preferences: cultural ideologies related to generosity,
sharing, and Kkinship: and cooperative activities that generally
i nvol ve both subsistence and social or kinship networks. Despite

great strides in health care and econom c devel opnment over the | ast
fifty years, rural (mainly Al aska Native) villages in the sanmple
are chronically inpoverished and health status lags far behind
nati onal and Al aska standards. The key social and cultural trends
in sanple communities are profoundly influenced by political and
econom ¢ conditions and decisions at the state and national |evels.
These communities are now totally enneshed in a global politica
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econony. Future econom c prospects are generally cloudy and state
revenues are declining; investnents in the rural sector are risky
and few investors are assuming that risk; and political support
for rural or Native devel opnment and social programs is uncertain at
both state and federal |evels.
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